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| Youth exhorted to ſeek God. 
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A SERMON, 


DELIVERED IN THE METHODIST CHAPEL, 


CANTERBURY, | 


Abril the 36th, 1799. 


BY JOHN STEPHENS. 
PITT TATE 


Religion.! Providence! and After-ſtate ! 
Here, is firm footing ; here, is ſolid rock! 


This can ſupport us; all is fea beſides: 
Sinks under us; beſtorms, and then devours. 


His hand the good man faſtens on the ſkies, 
And bids earth roll, nor feels her idle whirl. 
DR. YOUNG. 


PRICE THREEPENCE. 


To young people in general, and particularly 
thoſe who heard it delivered from the pulpit, 
this ſermon is affectionately inſcribed, with 
thanks for their candid attention, and prayers 
for their ſalvation and happineſs, 


By their obliged, 
And devoted ſervant, 


J. STEPHENS, 
Dover, July 111, 1799. | 
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2 CHRON, XXXIV, 3. 


FOR IN THE EIGHTH YEAR OF HIS REIGN, WHILE HE 
WAS YET YOUNG, HE BECAN TO SEEK AFTER THE 
GOD OF DAVID HIS FATHER, | 


— 


TWO months have elapſed ſince our laſt 

1 meeting, While many have fallen, on our 
right hayd and on our left, the Lord has been long- 
ſuffering io us-ward, not willing that. we ſhould 
periſh. God grant we may not deſpiſe the riches 
of his goodneſs and forbearance: and long-/ſuffer= 
ing! May the goodne/s of God lead us to re- 
pentance I am come to deliver, and you are 
aſſembled to hear, a ſecond exhortation to early 
piety. May the ſpirit of God fall on us while 
we hear the word! May he flaſh conviction on 
our underſtandings, and make deep, laſting, 
ſaving, impreſſions on our hearts! 


Knowing the general inefficacy of mere pre- 


cepts, I have ſet before you an example. of early 


picty: Not a vulgar example; but that of a king, 
ot the example of one in circumſtances favor- 
able to religion; but of one who, in addition 
to temptations common to young people, had 
to ſtruggle with the diſadvantages of a bad edu- 
cation—a currupt court an idolat rous nation; 
but who, notwithſtanding, in the eighth. year of 
bis reign, while be was. yet yaung,. Only ſixteen 
years 


Fit 


years of age, began to ſeet after the God of David 
his father. Give me leave, my young friends, 
to ſhew you what is meant by ſeeking God— 
what you ſhould ſeek to God for, and—the ne- 
i ceſſity of ſeeking him in your youth, | 


I. To ſeck God implies, | 2 


1. A ſenſe of our wants. No man will ſeek 
what he thinks unneceſſary. Look round the 4 
world, my friends, and ſee the general buſtye 
and inquietude of all claſſes of men, from the 
king to the peaſant. What is it they all ſo reſt- 
leſsly purſue? What is the great principle which 
keeps them all in perpetual mation? Put into. | 
words, it runs thus; © where ſhall pleaſure be 
«« found? and where is the place of true happi- 

«© neſs? Now the man who is difpoſed to ſeek 
God is convinced, that it is not to be found 7 
making great *oorks ; building bouſes; planling 
vincyards, making gardens and orthards, and plant- 
ing trees in them of all kinds of fruits ; making 
Pools of water, to water therewith the wood thut 
bringeth forth trees; getting men-ſervants and 
maid-ſervants, and great poſſeſſions of great and 
ſmall. cattle ; gathering ſilver and gold, gettiup 
men-ſingers and women=ſingers, and the delights of 
the ſons of men, and that of all forts; therefore 
the language of his heart is, Lord, liſt thou up 
the light of thy countenance upon me ! Lord, thou 
only canſt ſatisfy my ſoul's vaſt defires—thou- 
only canſt fill my large, my immortal capacity! 
Remember me, O Lord, with the favor that thoit 
beareſt unto thy people, O viſit me with thy ſal- 
vation ; 
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vation ; that I may fee the good of thy choſen, that 
T1 may rejoice in the gladneſs of thy nation, that 
1 may glory with thine inberitance !— 


To ſeek God aright implies, alſo, 


2. Strong-deſires after him. Hence we are re- 
quired to give God our heart ; and David gives 
us to underſtand, that when he fought God, he 
+ was in earneſt: When thou ſaidſt, ſeek ye my face ; 
my HEART ſaid unto thee, thy face, Lord, will 
1 ſeek. And again, in another pſalm, he ſays, 
O God, thou art my Cod, early will 1 ſeek thee : 
my ſoul thirſteth for thee, my fleſh longeth for thee, 
|. to ſee thy power and glory, fo as have ſeen thee 

in the ſauctuary. He tells us, in the next verſe, 

why his deſires after God were ſo ſtrong: Be- 
cauſe thy laving-Rindneſs is better than life, my lips 
ſhall praiſe thee. _ 


To ſeek God implies, 


3. The uſe of ſuch means as he has appoint- 
ed for conducting us to himſelf. When Joſiah 
ſought God, he ſet himſelf to deſtroy idolatry— 
repaired the houſe of the Lord—cauſed the law 

of God to be read before him—united: himſelf 
to the moſt virtuous and pious men in the na- 
tion, and made a covenant with the Lord, to 
walk after the Lord, and to keep his command- 
ments, and his teſtimonies, and his ſtatutes, with 
all his heart, and with all his ſoul. And it is 
required of all who ſeek God, to reſiſt and op- 
pole ſin, in themſelves and others; to forſake 
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the vain amuſements of the world, and the com- 
pany of the ungodly; to read the ſcriptures; 
and to call upon God both publicly and in ſe- 
cret. Thus faith the Lord, Waſh you, make you 
clean: put away the evil of your doings from before 
mine eyes ; ceaſe to do evil, learn to do well. Let 
not fin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye 
Should obey it in the luſis thereof neither yield ye 
your members as inſiruments of unrigbteouſneſs unto 
fin: but yield yourſelves unto God, as thoſe that 
are alive from the dead, and your members as in- 
ſtruments of righteouſneſs unto God. And have no 
fellowſhip with the unfruitful works of darkneſs, 
but rather reprove them. Wherefore come out 


from among them, and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the 


Lord, and touch not the unclean thing ; and I will 
recerve you, and will be a father unto you, and you 
ſhall be my ſons and daughters, faith the Lord Al- 
mighty. All ſcripture is given by inſpiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 


correction, for inſtruction in righteouſneſs ; that the 


man of God may be perfect, throughly furniſhed 
unto all good works. Search the ſcriptures. Thus 
faith the Lord God; T will yet for this be enquired 
of by the houſe of Iſrael. Enter into thy cloſet, 
and when thou hafl foat thy door, pray to thy father 
tho is in ſecret ; and thy father who ſeeth in ſecret 
Sꝓall reward the openly. J | 


I muſt not forget to inform you, 


4. That, you muſt ſeek God through Jeſus Chrift. 


No man cometh to the Father, ſays Chriſt, but by 
me; and, I am the way. Paul tells us, there is 


one 


* 
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one mediator between God and man, the nan Chrift 
Feſus ; and that he /s able to ſave them to the ut- 
2 that come unto God by him, ſeeing he ever 
liveth to make interceſſion for them. Having, 
therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter into the bo- 
lieſt by the blood of Feſus, by a new and living 
way, which he hath conſecrated for us, through the 
vert, that is to ſay his fleſh ; let us come unto the 
throne of grate, that we may obtain mercy, and 


find grace to belp in time of need! This reminds 


me of my ſecond propoſition ; which is, 


IT. To ſhew you for what particular bleſſings 
you ſhould ſeek unto God. Much as I love and 


reſpect you, my young friends, I muſt not flat. 
ter you. | 


1. You are guilty, and you muſt feek God 


for pardon. Have not ſome of you been lovers 


of pleaſure more than lovers of God, and in this 
ſenſe idolators ? Have not ſome of you taken the 
name of God in vain? Have not ſome of you 
neglected to keep the ſabath day holy? Have not 
ſome of you indulged angry, reſentful ' tem- 
pers? Have not ſome of you done more than 
look upon a woman, to defire her in your heart? 
Have not ſome of you been whiſperers, back 
biters? Have not ſome of you coveted, if not 
made free with, your neighbour's property? 
And is it of no importance whether you be for. 
given by him who will bring every work into 
Judgment ? Who has told you, that the wages of 
fin is death—that if you turn not he will whet his 
cori. that be hath bent his byw and wm 7¹ 
| | ready — 
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ready that he hath prepared for his enemies the 
tnſiruments of death? The Lord grant then, 
that you may know what that meaneth ; and tbe 
Lord paſſed by before him, and proclaimed, the 
Lord, the Lord God, merciful and gracious ; for- 
giving iniquity, and tranſereſſ ron, and ſin, 


2. You are depraved, and therefore you muſk 
ſeek unto God for the renewing influences of his 
holy ſpirit, To mention regeneration, and the 
inſpiration of God's ſpirit, 1s ſuſhcient to raiſe 
a cry of Methodiſm, enthuſiaſm, fanaticiſm, in 
ſome places. Glorious Methodiſm ! bleſſed en- 
thuſiaſm! happy fanaticiſm! to think and ſpeak 
like Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles! Jeſus Chriſt 
tells us, except a man be born again, he cannot ſee 
the kingdom of God, Which of you, my friends, 
can free himſelt from his bondage to corruption, 
and reſtore in his ſoul the holineſs, without 
which no man can ſee the Lord? Can the Eibi- 
opian change his ſkin? or the leopard his ſpots ? 
No. Neither can you ſanctify your own ſouls, 
and make yourſelves mee! for the inheritance of 
the ſaints in tight. This is the work of the di- 
vine ſpirit. - He only can effect it. To him it 
is eaſy. Hear the great apoltle: We ourſelves 
alſo were ſometimes fooliſh, diſobedient, deceived, 


ſerving divers luſis and pleaſures ; living in malice 


and envy ; hateful, and bating one another: but af. 
ter that the kindneſs and love of God our Saviour 
toward man appeared, not by works of righteou/- 
neſs which we have done, but according to his 
mercy he ſaved us, by the waſhing of regeneration, 
and renewing A the Holy Ghoſt. Go then, my 


young 


3 
young friends, and beg of God to © cleanſe the 
thoughts of your hearts by the inſpiration of 
e his holy ſpirit.” Go and intreat him to ſprinkle 
clean water upon you, that you may be clean, Be- 
ſeech him to cleanſe you from all your filthineſs, 
and from all your idols—to take away the ſtony 
heart out of your fleſh, and to give you an heart of 
fleſh—to put his ſpirit within you—to cauſe you 10 
walk in his ſtatutes, to keep his judgments, and to 
do them. 


3. You muſt ſeek unto God for the bit 
of his ſpirit. Perhaps you have been told, that 
you can never know your fins are forgiven, and 
that you are children of God, till you appear be- 
fore the judgment ſeat of Chriſt. Then you muſt 
never know you are ſinners till that period, and 
conſequently can never be ſaved ; or you will be 
all your lifetime in bondage to the fear of death! 
Miſerable doctrine! Wretched corruption of the 
word of God ! or rather ignominious oppoſition 
to it! O liſten to the plain unſophiſticated lan- 
guage of the bible! He that keeperth his command- 
ment dwelleth in him, and he in him. And hereby 
we know that he abideth in us, by the ſpirit which 
he hath given us. The ſpirit itſelf beareth witneſs 
with our ſpirit, that we are the children of Gd. 
O ſeek this invaluable privilege! Bleſſed with 
this, you will be able to © ſmile at death's ar- 
* row, and defy its point.“ And in that day thou 
ſhalt jay, O Lord, I will praiſe thee : though thou 
wajl angry with me, thine anger is turned away, 
and thou comforteſi me. Bebold, God is my ſalva- 
tion; I will truſt and not be afraid: for 8 

eho- 
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Jebodab ts ; my firength and my ſong ; he alſo is be- 
come my ſalvation. Therefore with joy ſhall ye 
draw water out of the wells of ſalvaliou. 


III. Such are the particular bleſſings, my 
friends, for which I would perſuade you to ſeek 
unto God; and for theſe I would urge you to 
feek while you are yet young, for the following 
reaſons. 


1. Becauſe there is ſomething in carly piety 
peculiarly /ovely, generous, and noble, To give 
God our hearts, to be humble, devout, and holy, 
when the evil day ſeems far from us hen moſt 
of our companions are gay and diſſipated—when 


our paſhons are ſtrong—when ſolicitations to 


ſenſuality are powerful—when temptations are 
numerous, and opportunities always at hand— 
when a thouſand lying vanities tell us we can 
be happy independent of the favor of God 
then, I ſay, to ſeek all our happineſs in God, and 
devote ourſelves to his ſervice, is peculiarly 
lovely, generous, noble! And, bleſſed be God, 
he will remember it for good. He will fay to 


you, when you ſhall call upon him in the day of 


trouble, I remember thee ; the kindneſs of thy youth ; 
the love of thine eſpouſals ! This leads me to ob- 
ſerve, that, 


2. There are peculiar promiſes made to encourage 


ſuch as will remember their Creator in the days of 


their youth. — Wiſdom crieth without ; ſhe uttereth 

her voice in the ſireets : ſhe crieth in the chief place 

of the concourſe, in the openings of the gates: 
in 
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in the city ſhe uttereth her words, ſaying, how 72 
ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity? and the 
corners delight in their ſcorning, and fools hate 
knowledge ? Turn ye at my reproof: behold, I will 
pour out my ſpirit unio you, I will make known 
my words unto you. Again, I love them that love 
me ; and thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall find me. 
Riches and honor are with me : yea, durable riches 
and righteouſneſs. My fruit is better than gold, 
yea, than fine gold ; and my revenue than choice ſil- 


ver. I lead in the way of righleouſneſs, in the 


midſt of the paths of judgment: that I may cauſe. 
thoſe that love me to inherit ſubſtance ; and I will 
ill their treaſures. And when children were 
brought to Jeſus Chriſt, in the days of his fleſh, 
he manifeſted a peculiar love for them, and rea- 
dineſs to /ake them in his arms, put his hands 
upon them, and bleſs them. 


3. Another reaſon why you ſhould ſeek. God 
in your youth is, that you may have a ſafe guide 


_ through the dangers and difficulties of life. It is 


your want of experience, that makes you think 
this world a paradiſe. Your grandfather will 
inform you it is “ a dangerous ocean, full of 
* rocks and quickſands; where thouſands of 
* once promiſing young men and women have 
te been deſtroyed both ſoul and body.“ When 
a foreign ſhip approaches our coaſt, ſhe wiſely 
diſtruſts her own knowledge, and hoiſts a 18. 
nal for a pilot. So you, my young friends, 
ſhould look at the dangers to which you are 
expoſed, and cry out, /ave, Lord, or we periſh ! 
If the Almighty pilot do-not take the helm, you 


will 


' 
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will be driven from the right courſe, by the 
impetuous winds of luſt—or abſorbed in the 
faſcinating whirl-pool of ſenſuality—or broken 
on the rocks of temptation—or ſwallowed up 
in the quickſands of worldly cares. But if God 
be with you, you will have no reaſon to fear, 
though the earth ſhould be removed, and the monn- 
tains caſt into the midſt of the ſea. When thou 
Paſſeſt through the waters, he will be with thee ; 
and through the rivers, they fhall not overflow 
thee: When thou walkeſt through the fire, thou 


alt not be burned, neither all the flame kindle 


upon thee. Then ſhall you be able to ſay, though 
1 walk through the valley of the ſhadow of death, 
1 will fear no evil, for thou art with me,; thy rod 
and thy flaff they comfort me. I have ſet the Lord 
always before me : becauſe he is at my right hand, I 
hall not be moved. Wherefore my heart is glad, 
and my glory rejoiceth : my fleſh alſo Mall reſt in 


hope. For thou wilt not leave my ſoul in hell, 


neither wilt thou ſuffer thine holy one to ſee 


corruption. Thou wilt ſhow me the path of 


life : in thy preſence 1s fullneſs of joy; at 


thy right hand are pleaſures for evermore. 


Thou ſhalt guide me with thy counſel, and 


afterwards receive me to glory. 


4. The uncertainty of your living to be old, is 


another reaſon why you ſhould ſeek God while 
you are young. I know the language of youth- 
ful vanity is, 


« Give death his due, the wretched, and the old ; 


« Ev'n let him {weep his rubbiſh to the grave; = 
« Let 
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Let him not violate kind nature's laws, 

« But own man born to live as well as die. 

« Wretched and old thou giv'ſt him; young and gay 
r He takes, and plunder is a tyrant's joy,” | 
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Aſk that diſconſolate matron the cauſe of thoſe 
tears you ſee ſo copiouſly flowing down her 
cheeks? I will free her from the painful taſk of 
informing you. She recollects a daughter, once 
as lovely, as blooming as you, of whom ſhe is 
forever deprived ! Aſk that venerable man why 
he bends with grief? What it is that is bringing 
down his grey hairs with ſorrow to his grave! 
Alas! his Joſeph, the ſon of his beloved Ra- 
chel, the lad, the comfort of his ſolitude, the 
hope of his family, the ſupport of his age, is 
gone whence be ſhall not return, even to the land 
of darkneſs and the ſhadow of death ! Go through 
the church-yards, in this neighbourhood, my 
friends, read the monumental inſcriptions— 
meaſure the graves—view the ſpoils of death! 
— Here, lies an infant; there, a child; here, a 
young man; there, a young woman. This, 
died ſlowly ; that, was taken away with a ſtroke. 
And how do you know but what has happened 
to them may befall you? How do you know but 
you may be in the number of thoſe myriads 
whoſe ſun of life goes down at noon? And oh, 
how unhappy will you be, if your Lord ſhould 
come, and find you living in pleaſure, and nou- 
riſhing your hearts as in a day of ſlaughter ! Un- 
holy — unpardoned — unready —unwatchful— 
veſſels of wrath—fitted for deſirutFion ! For God's 
ſake, my dear friends, think of this before it 
be too late, | 

5. But 
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5. But admitting it is probable you ſhould 
live to be old, I would aſk whether it is pro- 
bable you will ſeek God then, if you neglect to 
ſeek him now? I am not afraid to fay, 7 is not 
at all likely. If you will not bend your hearts 
to God when they are as plant as a ſcion of but 
a year's growth, is it likely you will do it when 


they become like the unyielding oak, which has 


ſtood for two hundred years? No: it is more 
likely that you will be hewn down by the axe 
of divine juſtice, or ſhivered by the thunder. 
bolts of Almighty wrath ; than that you ſhould 
be moved by the gentle breezes of his grace. 
If you will not give God your hearts now, while 
his ſpirit is ſtriving with you, is it likely you 
will do it, when, after long reſiſtance and deſ- 
pite, you have forced him to withdraw from 
you, and you are left to yourſelves? Look 
around you, my friends, and ſee if you can find 
one man or woman who was converted after 
having grown grey in ſin. Perhaps you may 
find one in a town, and two in a City ; but is 
this © fearful odds, ſufficient to encourage you 
to put off religion till you are old? O, rather 
let this very affecting confideration, prevail up- 
on you to remember your Crealor in the days of 
your youth ! 


6. J ſhall add but one conſideration more. 
Early piety will prepare you for a period which 
MAY come while you are young—which MUST come 
ſometime. Religion will then appear to be the 

one thing needful, when, 


« Leaving 


v8; 


tc Leaving the old, both worlds at once you view, 
« Standing upon the threſhold of the new... 


How painful then to recolle&, that you have 
conſumed your life in vain amuſements, or 
worldly cares, or finfub pleaſures !—That you 
have waſted your precious time, every moment 
of which now appears to be worth a kingdom ! 
That you have neglected your immortal ſoul 
which is of more value than ten thouſand 


- 


worlds !— That you have ſlighted Jeſus Chrift, 


without whom, you muſt be forever miſerable! 
— That you have ſold heaven for the moment- 
ary 1228 of ſin, which you would now pur- 
chaſe by a thouſand years ſuffering in hell, if it 
could be procured at that immenſe price! Af- 


fecting ſcene! Your phyſician has given you 


over. Your relatives can do no more for you, 
than wipe the cold ſweat from your face. Adieu! 
you are going; but wHteRE? Not to angels; 
they have abandoned you in deſpair. Not to 
heaven; you were invited, but you begged to be 
excuſed. Not to God ; he called, but you refuſed ; 
and now he will juſtly laugh at your calamity.— 
Shall I diſcloſe the awful ſecret? Shall I ſhow 
you the fiends! the darkneſs! the fire! the 
chains! the worm! the groans ! the tears! the 
deſperation Good God ! help us to remember 
thee in the days of our youth, before this evil day 
come, and thoſe everlaſting ages, when we ſhall 
have reaſon to ſay, we have no pleaſure in them! 
O that we were wiſe! that we underſiood this, 
that we would conſider our latter end] O teach us 
to number our days, that we may apply our hearts 

| | unto 
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unto wiſdom! Lord, ſpare us a little, that we 
may recover our firength, before we go hence, to be 
no more ! 


Come, my young friends, let us /zek the Lord, 
while he may be found ; let us call upon him, while 
he is near. NOW there is a fountain open for ſin 
and uncleanneſs. Behold, NOW ts the accepted 
time ; bebold, NOW 7s the day of ſalvation. NOW 
the ſpirit and the bride ſay, come. And let him 
that bearelh ſay, come. And let him that is athirft, 
come: and whoſoever will, let him take the water 


of life freely. 


To God, the Father God, the Son—and God 


the Holy Ghoſt—be equal and endleſs praiſes 
Amen | 


